lt must be concluded that ali these soecies la: k the enzymes necessary to channel cinnamates into more complex end products. The ferulic acid, which is thus accumulated , inhibits L-phenylalanine ammonia-lyase activity [Havir and Hanson, 1968] and, as a consequence, the formation of benzylisoquinoline al kaloids should be favoured. l ndeed, the above mentioned unclassified Ocotea species contains two papaverine type alkaloids [Franca et al., 1975) ] . This mechanism may explain the fairly general substitutive presence of benzylisoquinolines vs. arylpropanoids in the Magnoliidae [Gottlieb, 1972] 
